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The following guide to good practice does not constitute an exhaustive list of all aspects of the management of historic and cultural heritage but it is nevertheless recommended to all local authorities for consideration in their operations.  Good practice is demonstrated when:





Policy development





Territorial authorities recognise their primary protection role for historic and cultural heritage under the Resource Management Act 1991 and use available protection measures accordingly.





Integrated heritage management between all responsible agencies is promoted at the regional level.





The historic and cultural heritage sections of regional policy statements and regional plans are implemented and heritage surveys are regionally coordinated where appropriate.





Processes are established for determining:


who will be the lead protection agency to coordinate protection efforts by different agencies; and


the appropriate financial contributions.





The International Council on Monuments and Sites New Zealand/Aotearoa Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Heritage Value is adopted as a standard for conservation practice.





Significant archaeological sites are recognised in policies and plans in order to promote the sustainable management of these sites in conjunction with the archaeological authority provisions of the Historic Places Act 1993.





Protocols are developed for:


protecting knowledge of the particular location of sites of significance to tangata whenua; and 


the use of this information by public authorities and third parties.





Planning for heritage protection





Cultural heritage strategies are prepared to provide for the identification, protection, conservation and promotion of historic and cultural heritage.





Historic and cultural heritage is identified and assessed, and the effectiveness of policies and plans are monitored, by gathering information and undertaking research which is systematic, objective, and based on agreed criteria.





�
Local authorities recognise that primary responsibility for identifying and assessing Maori heritage values rests with tangata whenua.





High-quality heritage inventories are established and maintained and are easily accessed (where culturally appropriate) to enable the use of the information during resource consent and building consent processes.





Significant heritage areas, places and objects are identified in district plans and given an appropriate level of protection by associated rules.





Tangata whenua are assisted to develop their own planning documents to protect sites of significance to tangata whenua and regional and district plans have regard to such documents.





Conservation plans are prepared to identify the heritage value of significant places and provide for appropriate conservation measures.





Local funds are provided for the acquisition of heritage places, the lodging of heritage orders, or the protection of heritage through the purchase and resale of places with suitable protection covenants.





Resource consent procedures





Early contact between applicants for resource consents and council staff occurs and is encouraged; and written background information and guidance on the identification and assessment of historic and cultural heritage is provided with resource consent application forms.





Resource consent applications affecting historic and cultural heritage are accompanied by an assessment of environmental effects including a description of the heritage resource, an assessment of heritage values, and an evaluation of the effect of the proposal on those values.





The processing of resource consents ensures that the adverse effects of proposed activities on historic and cultural heritage values are avoided, remedied or mitigated.





Technical consultants are retained to review aspects of historic and cultural heritage management where insufficient expertise is available among council staff.





Assistance to owners of historic and cultural heritage





A partnership approach between councils, landowners, businesses and heritage trusts is developed to provide for the protection of significant historic and cultural heritage.





Financial and technical assistance for the investigation of alternative options to demolition is provided for earthquake-prone heritage buildings.





Expert heritage conservation advice is provided about protection approaches, alternative uses, and appropriate designs to assist the recognition and protection of heritage.





Financial incentives such as rates relief, assistance funds, and the waiver of consent fees are provided to landowners in recognition of the potential financial burden for listed heritage places.








These suggested “good practices” were identified from research undertaken for the report by the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment entitled Historic and Cultural Heritage Management in New Zealand (1996).  





The New Zealand Historic Places Trust Cultural Heritage Planning Manual (1994) is also recommended for those seeking further information and guidance on historic and cultural heritage and district planning.


