PUBLICATIONS REPORT TO
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I am pleased to report that Monograph 27, titled In Care of the Southern Ocean, has been published. A launch was held at Capital Books in Wellington on 21 May, and was well attended by those on the Wellington circuit. Two of the editors, Dingwall and Jones, organised the launch and have been working hard to ensure publicity (and sales) for the book. Thanks to the Dept of Conservation for providing a subsidy to enable the results of the 2003 DOC-funded expedition to the Auckland Islands to be published. I anticipate that the majority of sales of this volume will go to non-members of the Association, but we do not aim to be exclusive with our publications. The book is likely to generate income and contribute to the ongoing improving health of the publications account’s bank balance.

Monograph 28 will by on the proceedings of the Lapita conference held in Honiara. Peter Sheppard has edited this volume of contributed papers. The manuscript has been formatted and is ready to go to the printers. While it is not entirely satisfactory to have  monograph 27 and 28 published in quick succession after a gap of 5 years since the last monograph, there were circumstances which dictated that available money to subsidise production had to be spent now.
The ongoing success of the series depends on having suitable material submitted for publication. As usual, please consider the monograph series if you are preparing a lengthy manuscript for publication. 

The finances of the publications division are in a healthy state and sales of two monographs this year will improve our situation further, but production of AINZ is being subsidised by the profits made from the sale of monographs.

I would like to thank Sarah Mann at Otago University for selling NZAA books at Otago, and to all the Otago students for buying NZAA books, and I challenge Auckland students to also get involved in supporting the association by buying publications. Hamish McDonald does the desktop publishing of the monographs and oversees production. Hamish does an enormous amount of work for each volume, and his attention to detail is reflected in the appearance of the volume. I think we have a professional monograph series which in appearance and content compares favourably with commercial ventures. 
The NZAA Council have indicated that they are changing the structure of how publications of the association will be run. The detail of this is not yet clear but the indications are that monographs, the journal and AINZ will no longer be run separately.
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