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Report from the ArchSite Administrator
ArchSite had its public launch at the 2009 Conference in Wellington, and in the 12 months since the launch I think we would all agree that it has been very successful. The number of users continues to increase, as does the amount of traffic from Edit users who are relishing the ability to go online and add new sites and update the data held for existing sites. In addition, we are getting more inquiries from the public wanting information about sites, and how they may affect property owners.
I have extracted use usage statistics which show that in the past 12 months ArchSite has seen: unique visitor sessions = 1074, new sites added = 1120 (bringing the total record to 62,565 sites), and updates to existing sites = 1403.
In early March I attended the 6th Executive GIS users’ seminar in Wellington. This was an invitation only event for Local Authority and Government agency GIS Managers. The focus of the presentations was on “The Future of GIS” and, in particular, the use of online editing of databases and feature streaming of data into existing GIS platforms – what is known as ‘cloud technology’. The founder and President of ESRI gave an hour long presentation and the only NZ example in all his PowerPoint slides was ArchSite. In discussions at the breaks it became apparent that ArchSite is cutting edge and one of only three such systems currently operating in NZ.
Over the last 12 months, users have raised a number of issues and problems with the system, such as: IE7 v IE8, Adobe 8 or higher, etc. Under our Service Level Agreement with Eagle Technology we have been able to iron out many of the kinks, assisted by two releases with embedded fixes.
Just to the uptake of interest, I can report the following numbers of users – 39 NZAA members, 73 DOC staff, 42 HPT staff, 30 individual subscribers (archaeological consultants), 13 TLAs and RCs (Wairoa DC, Rotorua DC, Northland RC, Franklin DC, Auckland RC, South Wairarapa DC, Carterton DC, Whakatane DC, Christchurch CC, Environment BOP, Thames Coromandel DC, Dunedin CC, WBOP DC), and five institutions and companies (Auckland Uni library, Victoria Uni library, Tonkin and Taylor, BTW Company, and NZHPT). The annual costs are now almost covered by subscriptions from consultants and agencies.
Going forward over the next 12 months we will be releasing a bulk upload form (for people wanting to add 50+ sites at a time), starting the audit of regional files, and endeavouring to bring in more corporate and local body subscribers.
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