	Registration proposal - Historic Area


	SUMMARY

	Name of Area
	Lawrence Chinese Camp Historic Area 



	Other or former name(s)

[plus dates associated with those names]
	The two remaining buildings associated with the former Chinese Camp site at Lawrence are the former Chinese Empire Hotel and its associated concrete outbuilding. The hotel operated at the Camp from the 1860s through until around 1901. Originally wooden, it was rebuilt in brick in the 1880s. 



	Area Description
	The site is made up of four buildings (the former hotel and three associated outbuildings – two of which are thought to post-date the Chinese Camp). The rest of the site comprises a fenced grassed paddock used for grazing. This grassed area was the site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp, which at its peak housed several hundred people and supported the Chinese miners in the district. 

The ownership of the site is complex. Part is owned by Mrs R. Pratt of Lawrence and is for sale. Part is a road reserve and presumably vested in the District Council. The balance consists of a number of old titles still in the names of their (long dead) Chinese owners. The whole area has been used for grazing and the current owner of the former hotel wishes to amalgamate the titles. The land and buildings are part of a 5 hectare block that is currently on the market (May 2003).

Have you attached a map outlining the boundaries of the proposed area? 

                    √       Yes. 

	Address 1
Suburb
	Rapid No. 116, Lawrence-Beaumont Highway (State Highway 8)

	Address 2

Town/ Locality
	Lawrence

	Address 3

Region
	Otago

	Address 4

Description of location


	The site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp is located on the north side of the Lawrence-Beaumont Highway (State Highway 8), about 1 kilometre west of Lawrence. The site is marked by the red-brick house originally built by Sam Chew Lain as a hotel, the camp site being in the paddock to the side and behind the building.

	Local authorities
	Clutha District Council



	Local authority listing(s)
	Not currently listed (20 June 2003)

	Summary of Significance 


	The site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp is a vital part of the history of Chinese miners in Otago. It housed around 500 Chinese miners, and their associated businesses at its peak, and was an essentially Chinese community in a largely European world. It represents the important gold mining period in the history of New Zealand and the culturally distinct Chinese experience within that. Archaeologically-speaking it is relatively undisturbed and could provide an excellent place to discover and interpret this under-represented aspect of the Chinese past in New Zealand.


	COMPONENTS OF THE AREA

	Please add as much of the following information for each component of the historic area (building/statue/archaeological site etc.)  as possible.
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	Name: Former Chinese Camp
Address: Lawrence-Beaumont Highway (State Highway 8), Lawrence, Otago 

Legal Description and Ownership: The site is made up of four buildings (the former hotel and three associated out-buildings). The rest of the site comprises a fenced grassed paddocks used for grazing. The fenced paddock to the rear and east of the former hotel was the site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp, which at its peak housed up to 500 people and supported the Chinese miners in the district. 

While the grassed area has a single fence around the perimeter, the land titles are currently small sections within this paddock. The whole area has been used for grazing and the current owner of the ex-hotel wishes to amalgamate the titles. The land and buildings are part of a 5 hectare block that is currently (June 2003) on the market.

As of this date the current titles and legal descriptions within the boundary of the proposed historic area, are:

OT79/180 Section 44 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Arthur Edwin Tie

OT79/267 Section 34 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Gee Fong

OT79/268 Section 35 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Chow Quum Li Tie

OT79/270 Section 38 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Chow Chi

OT79/273 Section 49 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Arthur Edwin Tie

OT79/274 Section 51 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Chong Sout

OT79/183 Section 52 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Sing Lee Chea Ting

OT79/275 Section 32 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Lee Kew

OT79/271 Sections 42-43 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District:  Albert Leung Chung

OT81/48 Section 46 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Joe Gunn

OT81/49 Section 45 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Dawn Yee

OT88/54 Section 41 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Chow Shim

OT135/153 Section 50 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Arthur Edwin Tie

OT141/37 Section 33 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Hi Pung

No titles were found for Sections 53, 39 or 40.

These titles appear to have been largely inactive since their issue and the land has been used by the owner of the following titles, within the boundary of SO 8034:

OT220/207 Sections 20, 28, 47-48, Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: Ramarama Olivia Pratt

On this title Pratt also owns adjoining land blocks, some of which, Sections 30-31, 21-24, are believed to have been market gardens associated with the Chinese Camp, as well as Sections 29, 6 and 9.

OT6C/692 Section 82, Block XX Tuapeka East Survey

This is the former Mining Reserve which lies between the camp site and the railway to the north. It is now owned by Ramarama Olivia Pratt. 

Copies of these titles and of SO 8034 are attached.

NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable): None

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable): 

The site is recorded as an archaeological site on the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, No. H44/1018 (GR 515 720). A copy of the Site Record Form is attached.

A theodolite survey of the site was carried out in June 2003 by Peter Petchey, with the assistance of Alex Wearing.

NZMS 260 grid references.              Easting:                           Northing:

GPS Co-ordinate Taken From:

GPS Co-ordinates.                             Easting:                           Northing:

Brief  History:

See following section 'History of the Area'
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	Name: Former Chinese Empire Hotel and outbuildings

Former/Other Names: Tuapeka Flat Hotel

Address: Lawrence-Beaumont Highway (State Highway 8), Lawrence, Otago 

Legal Description: Section 28 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District (part of OT 220/207)
Owner(s): Ramarama Olivia Pratt   Address of Owner(s): 39 Peel Street, Lawrence.

NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable):N/A

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable):

The site is recorded as an archaeological site on the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, No. H44/1018 (GR 515 720). A copy of the Site Record Form is attached.

A theodolite survey of the site was carried out in June 2003 by Peter Petchey, with the assistance of Alex Wearing.

NZMS 260 Grid references.            Easting:                           Northing:

GPS Coordinate Taken From:

GPS Coordinates.                            Easting:                           Northing:

Brief  History:

The former Chinese Empire Hotel and the associated outbuilding are the only buildings remaining on the site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp that were definitely associated with the Chinese settlement there. The following provides an outline of the history of the hotel and its owner Sam Chiew Lain. 

Sam Chiew Lain was a well-known individual in Lawrence. He had been a miner in Victoria before coming to Otago in the 1860s to mine at Munro’s Gully and Switzers. He joined Wong On in the hotel trade. In 1874 Wong On was granted a publican's licence for the Chinese Empire Hotel and from 1876 he was in partnership with Lain. Lain himself was granted a billiard licence in 1877 and publican and midnight licences in June 1878.
 In 1872 Lain was naturalised and married Amelia Newbiggins with a celebration at the hotel attended by members of the Chinese community.
  When Wong On left for China in 1881, having lived in the Camp since 1867, Sam Chiew Lain became sole proprietor. He is noted as freeholding the property worth £500 in Lawrence in an 1882 return
, one of only 20 Chinese on the list. The hotel was said to be clean and popular with European customers. Historian James Ng suggested that the hotel catered for a mainly European clientele, with Chinese using another Chinese store/accommodation house in Lawrence – Sun Kum Hop.

Sam Chiew Lain was a Hakka Cantonese, probably from Baoan or Huiyang county, which bordered on Kowloon. Hakka were minority Chinese on the Otago gold fields. According to James Ng, Sam Chiew Lain was probably the chief Hakka leader and his position explains why he “played little part in the affairs of the Otago Chinese generally, despite his popularity with Europeans”.
 Being of Hakka origin, Sam Chiew Lain may have supplied the general merchandise to the Hakka Cantonese gold seekers, a number of whom were on the Adams Flat and Evans Flat fields and possibly Beaumont as well.  

Sam Chiew Lain spoke good English and was a frequent court interpreter. On occasion he was a police witness against residents of the Chinese Camp. For example he was a police witness against Qui Hing, who was charged with allowing two white men to drink beer in his store. The men were police informers, at a time when police were taking a harsh line on Chinese in Lawrence. It was significant to find Sam Chiew Lain on the police side against other Chinese.  Presbyterian missionary to the Chinese, Alexander Don, (1857 – 1934) confirms that Hakkas were generally spurned by the Poonteis in both Otago and China.

The hotel was rebuilt in brick in 1884, when the Tuapeka Times described it as “second to none” in Otago. In April 1884 the Tuapeka Times wrote:

rapid progress is being made with the erection of Mr Sam Chiew Lain’s new hotel at the Chinese Camp. It is a substantial brick structure, and when finished will be an ornament to the Chinese quarters. There will be twelve rooms in the building, three of which will be finished off at once.

Built at the same time was a stable and barracks for new arrivals, which also included a cook house for the annual festivities.

The rebuilding of the hotel was complete by October 1884.  The Tuapeka Times stated that the building “reflects great credit upon the enterprising proprietor. It is a handsome one storey brick building with iron roof, and contains seven lofty, well-ventilated bed rooms, two parlours, dining room, kitchen and a spacious bar”.

The new building cost £1500 and was designed by Dunedin architect John A Burnside (1858-1920). John Burnside is listed in Wises New Zealand Directory as working out of Dowling Street in Dunedin.  The Cyclopaedia of New Zealand records that he began practising in 1880, having been apprenticed to and worked as an assistant for prominent Dunedin architectural practice, Mason and Wales. He was involved in the design and supervised the construction of many private residences in Dunedin, as well as a number of public buildings, including the Bank of New Zealand in Lawrence.
 The only other surviving building associated with the Lawrence Chinese Camp, the Joss House, was shifted to Lawrence and is used as a holiday house.
 (The former Joss House is registered Category II.)

Sam Chiew Lain’s hotel business brought him into contact with a wide clientele. One author noted that the hotel was well known “for its good conduct and fine quality liquors”. He recalled that Sam Chiew Lain “served no one whom he judged to be too young (the usual test being the possession of whiskers), and furthermore, when he considered his customers had had sufficient, he would suggest it was time they went home to dig their gardens".
 His obituary stated that he had a “reputation for thorough honesty and scrupulous exactness in business matters…proved in every respect a thoroughly successful businessman….To his countrymen and Europeans alike he has proved in many cases a friend indeed and stories of large-hearted generosity are legion".

James Ng considers that few of the leaders of the Chinese gold seekers sought to stay permanently in New Zealand. Sam Chiew Lain was one of the only inland Otago leaders who consciously chose to stay in New Zealand.

Sam Chiew Lain’s obituary was recorded in the Tuapeka Times 18 March 1903.
 According to James Ng he was one of only four Otago Chinese who were accorded newspaper obituaries or tributes up to the turn of the century.
 His respectability in European eyes was perhaps due to the perception among Europeans that he was perceived to be adopting British ways - Ng identifies Sam Chiew Lain as someone who was respected perhaps because of the degree to which he was anglicised.
 He was buried in the Presbyterian section of the Lawrence cemetery. Since Sam had no children, he apparently asked the Lodge St George Masonic Brotherhood to look after his wife’s affairs. The remainder of his estate was bequeathed to the Lodge.
 

On his death, Sam Chiew Lain’s Lodge St George Masonic brotherhood erected a tomb for him. Built of limestone block walls, with a slate roof it is European in style and is believed to be the most elaborate old New Zealand-Chinese grave. The masons also erected a brass plaque to him in their headquarters. His deceased wife was buried with him in the tomb.
 (This tomb is also proposed for registration).

Of the outbuildings associated with the former hotel, the one to the rear of the former hotel is a small oddly-shaped concrete shed. When the contemporary plan of the Chinese Camp (S.O. 8034) is overlain on the archaeological plan, it can be seen that this building fits almost exactly into the obtuse-angled north-west corner of Sam Chew Lain’s Section 28. It is therefore contemporary with the occupation of the Chinese Camp and not a more recent addition. The other outbuildings include a small brick garage immediately to the west of the former hotel building, which is likely to have been built after the hotel building was substantially altered to become a residence and another brick shed located on to the extreme west of the site, part of which has been replaced with a timber lean-to structure.




	HISTORY OF THE AREA 


Introduction

The historical section of this registration proposal provides an introduction to the experience of the Chinese in Otago, focusing on the nineteenth century Chinese mining population. The historical material is a synthesis of secondary sources particularly James Ng’s substantial four volume Windows on a Chinese Past, Neville Ritchie’s doctoral thesis “Archaeology and History of the Chinese in Southern New Zealand During the Nineteenth Century: A Study of Acculturation, Adaptation, and Change”, Jill Hamel’s The Archaeology of Otago and J Salmon’s A History of Gold-mining in New Zealand.  The background material provides a framework within which to view the more local historical experiences that form the basis of the nomination. Within each locality, the Chinese lives are illuminated as much as possible. There are limits to the degree of personal detail which can be included because of a paucity of material on individual Chinese miners. 

This nomination is part of a group of registration proposals relating to Chinese sites in Otago. Chinese sites and buildings are significantly under-represented on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust register and these proposals aim to redress the balance. The nominations represent a range of Chinese experiences – alluvial mining, dredging and support networks such as stores, market gardens, Chinese settlements and memorials to the dead. 

The Otago Gold Rushes

The Otago gold rushes followed on the heels of the Californian rushes of the late 1840s and early 1850s and the Australian rushes of the mid to late 1850s. Many miners followed the gold finds around the Pacific, bringing the knowledge, technology and experience of previous fields. Such is true of some of both the European and Chinese miners; the Chinese arriving later and working the abandoned claims of their predecessors.

There had been reports of the presence of gold in the Otago Province throughout the 1850s, which met with official suspicion and discouragement, the establishment wanting to maintain the calm of the Province. The first substantial and unavoidable gold find in Otago in June 1861 was made by Gabriel Read, an Australian with mining experience in California. The discovery of what became known as Gabriels Gully marks the establishment of gold mining in Otago. According to John Salmon the

“surging influx of amateur and professional prospectors that followed led in turn to other major rushes, until the feverish individual quest for gold became transformed into the capitalist industry that for a half a century provided a large proportion, and for years a major part, of annual New Zealand exports".
 

The early rushes were responsible for a dramatic increase in population and a change in economic balance from the North to the South Island. Rising gold production stimulated internal commerce and provided a new market for pastoral products. The rushes occurred at a time when much of the South Island seemed likely to remain divided into vast sheep runs controlled by absentee capitalists and a squatter aristocracy. The clash of interests between miner and squatter determined the “dissolution of the great estates, and the replacement of their hierarchical societies by small landowners, many of them former miners".

The influx of miners followed new discoveries around the Province – Tuapeka, Dunstan (declared 23 September 1862), Wakatipu and the Taieri. There were no formed roads nor bridges, miners carried heavy swags or drew hand carts – creating new economic opportunities for accommodation, packers and storekeepers on the fields. The rushes revealed the pattern of Californian and Victorian experience – 

'…the pioneers had made their discoveries, and the tide of raw locals and overseas professionals had flooded the field they had established. The tide began gradually to seep through the barriers of apathy and scepticism, and then became transformed into an irresistible wave which swamped the facilities created by the early arrivals. Many of the disillusioned returned to their former vocations; others stayed on as a restless jetsam following the surge from one field to the next. The true prospectors spread out from the overcrowded fields, and their occasional successes, magnified and distorted by popular rumour, and sedulously cultivated by commercial interests, promoted further mass movements'.

During the months of July to December 1861 the population of Otago rose from less than 13,000 to more than 30,000 people, more than half of the influx coming from Australia.

Run holders were compensated for their leases being declared goldfields. None of this land was at once opened for agriculture or close settlement. The Goldfields Act of 1860 made no proper provision for permanent settlement, but Secretary of the Goldfields Vincent Pyke eventually won approval to offer leases on 10 acre sections for seven years. The majority of miners however remained a “rootless population, ready to move off to better fields". The blocks were too small to be attractive and held no right of purchase. According to John Salmon even the restricted areas available in the mining towns for business sites were leasehold only under the Goldfields Act and the denial of freehold rights prevented substantial building.

In late 1862 miners flocked to the Dunstan and to new discoveries in the Carrick and Old Man Ranges – Conroy’s, Butchers’ and Blackman’s. Others went to Nokomai, near the southern tip of Lake Wakatipu, and the Nevis River. At the headwaters of the Waikaia River a field was declared, known as Potter’s. The rush to the Arrow and Shotover began in late 1863 and a field was opened at Cardrona around the same time. By the end of 1863 the peak of the Dunstan and Wakatipu rushes ended at a time of particularly harsh weather, which resulted in a large loss of life on the isolated fields. The last major Otago rush was on the Taieri in 1863-1864.

By 1869 the Otago fields were more settled. Seven goldfields were defined – Tuapeka, Dunstan, Teviot (or Mt Benger), Nokomai, Wakatipu, Mt Ida and Taieri. Each had its own warden and administrative staff. In every rush there were some who stayed behind and worked their claims on the established fields, gaining a small steady return for a time. 

Interaction between the demands of the miner, small farmer and pastoralist were a characteristic of the goldfields. The conflicts helped shape the land policies and the administration of the goldfields as the various interests lobbied for the policies that best suited their requirements.

The arrival of the Chinese miners on the fields in the mid 1860s, in the wake of the European rushes, also caused political and social reaction – often amounting to intolerance and persecution. The Chinese experience is examined in more detail in a following section. 

As the gold returns decreased into the 1870s and 1880s other industries developed. Along with sheep raising, wheat growing was established as a staple crop from the 1870s. In the Dunstan area miners used old water races as irrigation channels to establish orchards throughout the district. The shanties of the gold rushes were replaced by more substantial buildings and the face of the towns of Central Otago developed.

The smaller returns for individual miners forced a change in gold mining technology. Ground and hydraulic sluicing took over from the cradle and pan. Ground sluicing involved cutting water races from a distant creek to bring water to a point above a claim. Water was usually accumulated in a storage dam overnight, from where it was conveyed to the work site by canvas or steel pipes.  Such sluicing involved “disaggregating alluvial terrace margins by saturating the ground, then breaking it up with picks and shovels". Hydraulic sluicing required more head (water pressure). The work face of the claim was “broken down with a high impact water jet directed from a moveable nozzle". The gold was recovered by directing the water-borne mixture of soil, stones and gold down a channel. Gold was collected in sluice boxes (riffles) located in the base of a channel while other detritus was discharged downslope or into an adjacent river or stream.

As returns decreased individual miners were replaced by organised companies with capital backing. Capital intensive quartz mining took place in places such as Waipori in the 1870s, with stamper batteries replacing the cradle and shovel.  Batteries were used in conjunction with sluicing and led to the building of some significant water races, using masonry and mud alongside iron piping. The extension of races and sludge channels caused new disputes with run holders. Hydraulic sluicing, although largely weather dependent, was also found to be successful in the 1870s.
  By the 1880s large steam dredges were working in their own ponds and in rivers. By the 1880s there remained a few individual miners, but many became hired labourers for larger mining companies.
 The dredging continued in various locations, such as Nokomai, well into the twentieth century, but with dwindling returns these technologies too were abandoned.

As is illustrated by the changing nature of gold mining in Otago, gold mining sites have particular characteristics succinctly summed up by Jill Hamel. They are not

“…discrete patches of disturbed ground, but integrated working systems, usually created by small groups of men. These groups range from partnerships of two friends, to registered companies employing dozens of people. Linked to them is an infrastructure of storemen, packers government officials, road makers, pub keepers, and others who leave lesser traces of their activities on the landscape".

The remnants of the gold rushes are found throughout Central Otago. These include derelict accommodations such as hotels and huts, the remnants of water races and tailings, and on a large scale the monuments left by industrial miners - machinery rusting away in valleys, the tailings heaped along the river banks, the scourings of the quartz batteries, and the tunnels and shafts below the surface. A subset of these remains relate to the Chinese in Otago. 

The Chinese in Otago

The gold seekers included around 10,000 Chinese, predominantly men. They were relatively late arrivals, but they constituted “one of the largest and certainly the most conspicuous ethnic group on the goldfields". They were perceived to be different and unwilling to adopt European ways. According to Neville Ritchie the majority came as sojourners rather than settlers.
 The majority of Chinese who came to New Zealand in the nineteenth century were from the clans of Poon Yue, Nanhai, Zang Sheng and Si Yap. Their aim was to earn £100 as fast as possible so they could return to China with enough money to buy a plot of land.

Chinese miners left China because of the 

“…over-population, poverty, changes in the social order, and economic turmoil which induced threatened small-holders and landless peasants to assist their sons and brother to emigrate. It seemed an attractive solution as it was widely thought that they would become rich and return quickly to enhance themselves, their families and clans".

Up until the turn of the century the chief occupation of the Chinese in New Zealand was gold mining. The non-miners in gold mining towns provided services to miners – storekeepers, hotel workers and owners, gardeners, carpenters and joiners, gambling and opium house operators.

The European proposals for Chinese immigration to Otago resulted from commercial imperatives. By 1865 there was an exodus of gold miners from Otago to the newly discovered West Coast fields. The Dunedin Chamber of Commerce decided to encourage Chinese miners from Victoria to come to Otago to bolster the declining business. Miners, especially those with Australian experience, opposed the proposal arguing that the Chinese would bring no money to invest, would provide little custom and would take their earnings out of the country at the first opportunity.
 

Some small Chinese settlements, such as the Lawrence Chinese Camp, were established in the 1860s. The Lawrence Chinese Camp had dwellings arranged along a street with a cook shop, stores and a gaming house. The Chinese miners and storekeepers were supported by importers, such as Choie Sew Hoy (1836-1838? – 1901) in Dunedin, who brought in the food, drink and other goods from China that the miners were accustomed to. The network of stores usually served the particular clan of its owners. This relative self sufficiency raised the ire of some Europeans who had expected more of an economic benefit for themselves from the presence of the Chinese.
 

Throughout 1866 there was a small steady flow of Chinese entering Otago from Australia and by 1867 around 1200 were established on the goldfields. By 1871 the majority of new arrivals came direct from Canton.
 Chinese miners were familiar with alluvial mining and also the principles of hydraulic engineering used for irrigation in China. Some also had mining experience in other goldfields. In the early rushes alluvial gold was easily won, any miner could work a small claim with basic equipment.
 

In general the Chinese took up ground vacated by diggers who had joined the West Coast rushes. As the West Coast rushes petered out and European miners returned to Otago the competition over ground and resources lead to an increase in violence and hostility towards the Chinese. They remained largely in their own settlements and maintained their own cultural habits. In some centres they outnumbered European miners at various times. 

By 1870 there were 100-300 Chinese in each of the townships of Arrowtown, Naseby, Macraes, Lawrence, Waipori, Nevis, and Bannockburn. By 1871 there were 2641 Chinese in Otago, virtually all of whom were involved in gold mining, or provided services to the Chinese mining population. By the 1880s there were at least 40 supply stores servicing the Chinese in the goldfields, plus gambling and opium smoking facilities. Chinese stores also provided cooked meals, alcohol, meeting places, news exchange, interpreting and letter writing.

Anti-Chinese feeling was such that the Chinese tended to move together and live in separate camps. A Select Committee reported to the Parliament that the Chinese miners were generally law-abiding, industrious, frugal, clean and of no special risk to the community. They also mined ground that Europeans would not touch because of comparatively poor returns.
 Opposition continued into the 1880s fuelled by European workers who opposed the employment of Chinese as labourers. The economic slump galvanised political opposition and in 1881 a poll tax was introduced along with other racist legislation.
 

The social processes described above have led to Chinese archaeological sites that are readily identifiable by Chinese ceramics. Centres of Chinese population were often grouped into camps and townships, although there are lone hut sites.  Chinese miners were not generally associated with capital intensive elevating and dredging. The notable exception is that of Choie Sew Hoy and his associates, who provide a significant contrast due to his Company’s large scale hydraulic sluicing operations in Nokomai into the 1930s. Understanding of the Chinese sites is aided by the historical records left by Otago’s Presbyterian missionary to the Chinese, Alexander Don. Don visited isolated Chinese mining camps over a sustained period and recorded his mission visits in diary form as well as in photographs. These records provide a unique source of information about Chinese life on the gold fields.

Neville Ritchie provides a detailed analysis of the archaeology of Chinese gold miners in Otago, along with descriptions of excavations of about 19 hut sites and rock shelters and two settlements at Arrowtown and Cromwell. Many of these sites were flooded by hydro-electric development but the Arrowtown settlement has been partially restored and is part of the Otago Goldfields Park complex of sites.
  Ritchie attempted to discern whether there were distinctive features about Chinese huts and tailings and concluded that Chinese men working far from home did not express their ethnicity through their hut designs, nor could he associate Chinese with any archaeologically distinctive technology such as wing dams or tailing patterns. These were governed by terrain and available capital rather than ethnicity. The Chinese were noted, however, for retaining their culture as a minority group in a foreign community.

Ritchie concluded that Chinese miners “exhibited a remarkable adaptability and versatility with regard to ‘house’ construction". His excavations indicated a range of construction techniques and materials “largely drawn from the local environment".  Many Chinese, especially those working in gorges, lived fulltime or temporarily in natural caves.  The Chinese seldom worked side by side with Europeans but often took up claims in neighbouring gullies on areas which had been abandoned by Europeans, which were considered to have low gold values.

Social Organisation

The first places the Chinese congregated in Otago were the Arrowtown District, Moa Flat and Nevis. The places where the Chinese at particular times were the majority were often “poor man’s diggings” in mostly remote and difficult country such as Nokomai, Dart Valley and Round Hill (in Southland). Two quite significant gold bearing areas, Waikaia and Round Hill, were considerably developed by the Chinese. In the Waikaia district the Chinese were the majority from 1873-1886, maintaining a significant presence after this time.
 Chinese miners worked methodically through a claim before passing on. Their movements were often independent of the Europeans.  

The Chinese used existing goldfields settlements as supply bases, especially Lawrence, which was their chief gateway to the goldfields, and Alexandra, which was the supply base to the more inland fields. During the gold days Lawrence was a much bigger town than Alexandra and of more importance to the Chinese. There were Chinese camps at most of the goldfields townships providing a service base for Chinese miners. Miners went to the camps as a supply base but also when they were ill, or when claims froze over. They sold their gold to Chinese brokers or to the banks in the main part of town.

Because of dialect differences and the hard life members of one county group tended to keep separate from members of a different county group. Businesses and friendships did however take place across county lines.  Serving the different groups were networks of Chinese storekeepers and, on a larger scale, merchants (wholesalers/importers). Each of these businesses catered especially, but not exclusively, to one county group. The Chinese patronised European businesses as well, but only Chinese businesses provided a particular cultural focus.
 

Storekeepers and merchants were socially important within the Chinese community and were usually better versed in Chinese and English so they frequently acted as spokesmen. These local leaders usually worked well with European authorities over matters of law, regulations and community affairs and were indispensable.

Another important aspect of Chinese life was the benevolent societies. These societies were based on county origins and, where Chinese were present in larger numbers, on clans.  These were, according to James Ng, the only common type of public organisation the Chinese gold seekers and their immediate successors ever formed in the nineteenth century. They functioned as mutual aid associations, stronger than the local groups and provided help with immigration procedures, job placement, health needs, conciliation disputes and the like. An important function was the exhumation of the dead and the sending of their bones back to ancestral villages in China.
 

In New Zealand the only known Chinese benevolent society in the nineteenth century was the Poon Fah Association of the Panyu and Hua migrants, which was founded by 1869 and was also called the Cheong Shing Tong.  Its headquarters appear to have been first at Lawrence and then at Choie Sew Hoy’s merchant premises in Dunedin. It seems to have gained its funds by intermittent appeals, donations and commissions rather than by regular subscription. Local evidence suggests that the Poon Fah Association acted as a back up to more immediate local help. Their mutual support explains why the Chinese gold seekers and their successors were regarded as self-sufficient. The Chinese groupings seem to have been stronger than the equivalent groupings of the European miners. The weight of Chinese tradition emphasized the fellow-feeling of the rich and powerful with the poor and weak.

The Chinese in Lawrence

Lawrence was the main service town for the Tuapeka goldfields district which comprised four main goldfields – Gabriels Gully, Waitahuna, Waipori and Munros - with several secondary fields. Lawrence became the chief gateway for Chinese travelling to Central Otago, especially after the road was improved in 1872 and the railway reached Lawrence in 1877.  By 1871 there were 1 083 Chinese out of a total population of 4 374 at Tuapeka, with numbers decreasing after that as the goldfield returns declined. From 1893 the number of European miners remained fairly stable, but the Chinese population fell, giving figures of 450 European and 200 Chinese miners in 1900.

In Lawrence the town passed a by-law in 1867 limiting Chinese shops and dwellings to Chinaman Flat, described by James Ng as “an acre of wet ground approximately 1.2 kilometres north of the town proper, by the main road", also known as ‘Canton’ or ‘Hong Kong.’ By making such a law Lawrence was copying by-laws passed in Victoria, although it was the only Otago town to do so.  Elsewhere in Otago the Chinese opened shops within townships to serve both Chinese and European but they also clustered Chinese camps on the outskirts.  Macraes Flat, for example, had two Chinese camps.

The heart of Chinese settlement at Tuapeka was the Lawrence Chinese Camp formed around 1869, bordered by the Tuapeka stream and a strip of mining reserve at the back and the main road in front.  It was the first Chinese camp to be established in Otago. 
  James Ng describes it as a “conglomeration of huts, stores, gambling dens, a hotel, lodging houses and a public hall or Joss House".  The Camp was outside the jurisdiction of the Lawrence township council. No single authority seemed to be legally responsible for the Camp until the Tuapeka County Council agreed to subsidise a drain for the site in 1883. The site was surveyed in 1882 and sections were made available for purchase.  Prior to that the Chinese had subscribed to the formation of streets in the Camp and had dug their own wells and latrines. By 1883 there were 60-70 residents.

The Chinese residents boiled water from their wells before drinking, which reduced the Camp's disease rate.  There was only one recorded disease outbreak in the Lawrence Camp, two cases of diphtheria in 1883. James Ng notes that this record was remarkable given that hundreds (probably thousands) of people, Europeans and Chinese, visited the Camp each year.  Typhoid outbreaks as a result of poor sanitation occurred in Cromwell, Lawrence itself, Arrowtown and Dunedin but not in the Chinese camps of Lawrence and other Central Otago townships.

Europeans visited the Camp for the Chinese festivals and frequented both the Chinese Empire Hotel in the Camp and the Chinese stores whose prices were lower than European businesses. The Camp also served passing trade particularly from the Tuapeka and Evans Flats. There were several stores, possibly three cookshops, more than one gambling den and a hairdresser. As well as the hotel being rebuilt in 1884, other buildings in the Camp were also rebuilt from 1884, when the Chinese were allowed to buy sections there.  This resulted in a much improved quality of buildings, given that the Camp had become dilapidated and overdue for rebuilding. A barracks known to Europeans as the ‘company house’ was erected for newcomers and also catered for Chinese who had hit hard times. The barracks burnt down in 1897-1898 in a fire that burnt part of the Camp as well.

Early Chinese businesses operating in the Camp included the merchant firm He Tie, in which Wong On (Ong) was a senior partner (mentioned 1867). By 1871 there was an important shop keeper Qui Hing (Que Hine or Chew Ling) whose shop was named Sun Kum Hop and who catered for itinerant Panyu Cantonese, as well as his local clientele. Wong On and Qui Hing represented the Chinese when Governor-General Sir James Fergusson (1832-1907) passed through Lawrence in 1874.  Sam Yeck Mong was another well-known Lawrence firm, which was mentioned as pork butchers in 1871 and applied for a slaughterhouse licence in 1877. It became an important general store in the 1880s-1900s and was run by Chau Mong and Chow Tie, probably the last Panyu storekeepers in Lawrence. Sam Yeck Mong bought Sun Kum Hop and so owned two stores in the Camp.

Land immediately to the east of the camp was in Chinese ownership. Sam Yeck Mong owned the majority of the land from the 1880s through until around the turn of the century. It is possible that they may have been market gardens in these blocks, although a search of historical sources has not been able to confirm this. 

When goldmining was no longer economically viable, the Chinese who remained in the Tuapeka area worked in a variety of occupations. W.R. Mayhew notes that their hardworking ability to finish contracts was highly valued by farmers who employed them to clear land.  He also notes that they kept market gardens, the produce from which they sold around the district. In addition they worked on the railways and as general farm labourers. By 1928 there were only 14 old men left at the Chinese Camp and by 1949, none.
 

Subsequent History of the Lawrence Chinese Camp

After Sam Chiew Lain’s death the hotel passed into the hands of R McMillan. After losing its licence it was turned into a residence. In the 1920s it was owned by Allanton farmer Andrew Carstairs and was passed to William Rowlands of Macandrew Bay (Dunedin) in 1927. In 1944 it was owned by Daisy Hollands, described as the wife of labourer Henry Hollands of Lawrence.  Local historian Mayhew notes that part of the hotel was still in use around 1949, but was the only remaining building from the Chinese Camp.
 

It was transferred to farmer John Carson of Lawrence in September 1953. Carsons transferred the property to labourer Sydney and his wife Emily Gibson. It stayed in the Gibson family until 1973 when it was transferred to Waitahuna labourer Barry Barnes and his wife Elizabeth.  Lawrence shearing contractor Eruha Pratt and his wife Ramarama Pratt took over the property in 1982. Ownership passed to Ramarama Olivia Pratt on Eruha Pratt’s death in 1988.
 

The rest of the titles associated with the Chinese Camp on plan SO 8034 seem to have been largely inactive since they were originally issued in the late 1880s. It is difficult to trace their usage following the desertion of the camp site, although there were some transactions on individual sections up until the 1920s. All the sections that comprised SO 8034 are currently fenced off as one block and used for grazing. It is not known when the treatment of these sections as one paddock began. A table outlining the land transfer histories of these titles is appended. James Ng notes that there are descendants for at least four of the families associated with the camp, whose names appear on various of the titles. Intermarriages (as well as more informal unions) were relatively common in the Lawrence camp and descendants of these unions lived in Lawrence.

	PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

	The proposed historic area covers the site of the ex-Lawrence Chinese Camp, as described in SO 8034 and part of the former mining reserve to the rear of the Camp.  SO 8034 shows the 1882 layout of the township, road and the position of the houses and businesses, as well as the associated owners. The boundaries of the proposed historic area are those described and coloured red on the attached plan.

The site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp is located on the north side of State Highway 8, adjacent to Sam Chew Lain’s brick hotel building which is still standing. The site is bounded on the east and west sides by modern post and wire boundary fences and to the rear by the embankment for the abandoned Roxburgh Branch Railway (which reached Lawrence in 1877). The Tuapeka Creek passes through a gap in the railway embankment (which was originally bridged) to the east of the site and flows on the north side of the embankment past the camp site.

The most obvious features of the site are the brick hotel building and a small brick shed to the extreme west of the site. The hotel has been used as a residence (although is at present empty and for sale) and has been modified inside, although the basic structure remains reasonably original. It consists of a basic rectangular single storey structure, measuring 10.2 metres by 12.5 metres. To the rear of the building is a small oddly-shaped concrete shed. When the contemporary plan of the Chinese Camp (S.O. 8034) is overlain on the archaeological plan, it can be seen that this building fits almost exactly into the obtuse-angled north-west corner of Sam Chew Lain’s Section 28. It is therefore contemporary with the occupation of the Chinese Camp and not a more recent addition.

A small brick garage is located on the west side of the hotel, which measures 5.7 metres by 3.7 metres.

To the west of the garage is another brick structure. This small shed now measures 6.4 metres by 5.5 metres, but a section has been demolished and replaced with a timber lean-to structure. The building originally measured 10.5 metres by 5.5 metres.

Apart from the standing structures, the most obvious other features consist of two filled wells and the raised bed of the old road through the camp site. The wells are brick lined, with cement plaster around the capping bricks. They are round, with an inside diameter of about 0.7m. Both are hard-filled to within a few inches of ground level.

The road bed runs east-west through the paddock behind the hotel building. It is visible as a hard bed 3 to 4 metres wide, standing just proud of the ground (a drain feature may be visible along the northern side). The link to the main road on the eastern end is visible as rising ground towards the present fence line. The link to the main road at the western end passed through what is now a gravelled yard area beside the hotel building. As described above, the small concrete shed behind the hotel is shaped to fit the corner of its legal section, which runs beside the road reserve.

The balance of the paddock is covered with what can best be described as hummocky ground. Some of this is the result of modern disturbance and the north-west corner of the paddock has until recently been a pig paddock, which has left a definite rectangular mark (fortunately not on the site of the camp). Some features are likely to be building platforms and gardens. A detailed ground-survey with very short grass and the right light conditions would undoubtedly be productive.

The detail recorded on this occasion suggests that a raised area of ground around Well 1 may have been associated with a building owned by Sam Chew Lain on Section 41. The 1882 plan (S.O. 8034) shows the building with a cut-out in one rear corner which corresponds to the location of the well. Well 2 is located in the rear of Section 45, which was owned in 1882 by Chow Tie, S.Y. Mong & Co.



	Current Physical Condition: 

The former hotel has been significantly modified and has long been used as a private residence. The associated outbuilding is in good condition. The grazing land, where the Chinese Camp was situated appears to have been largely undisturbed, with certain drainage features and possible raised hut sites visible through the grass cover.


Nominators should fill in as much information in this section as possible
	ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUES

Statements of Significance

	Statement of historical significance or value


	The site of the Chinese Camp at Lawrence has significant historical value. It represents an essential aspect of Chinese experience of goldfield’s life in Otago, providing insight into this culturally important part of New Zealand history. Another important Chinese camp at Cromwell was drowned by the hydro-lake, Lake Dunstan, created by the Clyde Dam, making this extant site an even more important remnant of the past.

Chinese miners’ lives in goldfields Otago has taken on an iconic status mainly associated with the image of lone old men at the decline of the goldfields. The Chinese Camp site provides the opportunity to interpret aspects of Chinese life as a community. 

The former hotel, associated outbuilding and an already registered ex-Joss house in Lawrence are the only buildings left associated with the site. The buildings and the archaeological remains provide insight into a diversity of experience, from relatively wealthy (and accepted by Europeans) hotel owner Sam Chiew Lain to the modest hut site remains in the township. The camp also provides a link with stories about Chinese miners and connections between the camp and life on the surrounding goldfields. 



	Statement of architectural; archaeological; scientific; technological; aesthetic significance or value
	The former Chinese Empire Hotel and associated outbuilding are the only buildings left on the site of the Camp. The hotel was designed by a prominent Dunedin architect and is a rare Otago example of such a building built on this scale in a rural setting for a Chinese client. While it is not outstanding architecturally, particularly given its later modification into a residential building, its position in the Chinese Camp, and as a mixing place for the Chinese and European clients, makes it significant. 

The camp’s site on poor quality land on the outskirts of town makes a significant statement about European attitudes to the Chinese miners during the goldrush period. Its location has significance in the landscape of Lawrence as a whole (as a community exiled from the township).

The site of the Lawrence Chinese Camp is highly archaeologically significant. According to SO 8034 there were around 32 small buildings of various types on site, as well as the hotel. Archaeologically it appears to have never been ploughed or disturbed significantly. The major areas of modern disturbance in the main “camp paddock” are outside the main camp area (judged by using overlay of 1882 plan on archaeological plan). This is therefore a virtually complete and intact archaeological site of an entire community. The value of this should not be underestimated as it has enormous archaeological potential for research, interpretation and public interpretation. Other Chinese settlements are known to have existed but many have been destroyed or damaged; Arrowtown has been excavated and restored as a public park area; Cromwell was excavated before destruction by the Clyde power scheme; Macraes has been covered by a road embankment. Lawrence is both intact and highly accessible.



	Statement of social; spiritual; traditional; cultural

significance or value


	The Chinese Camp has significance as a largely Chinese community within the European surrounds of Lawrence. It was a place where Chinese culture predominated, providing support for the wider Chinese goldfields population in the vicinity. It is a place where Europeans largely entered on Chinese terms and the history and images associated with it provide an interesting insight into the relationships and attitudes between the two communities.

Interpretation and research into the stories associated with the site would provide important insight into this aspect of the social and cultural past, as well as an opportunity to help people to understand the intersection between cultures in New Zealand’s past and present.




	OTHER LISTINGS FOR THE AREA 

	Type
	Details

	DoC Actively Managed Site
	

	Historic reserve
	[Gazette notice date and pg no.]

	Maori reserve
	[Gazette notice date and pg no.]

	Heritage or other covenant
	

	Other – give details
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	LINZ Information

SO 8034 (1882) Lawrence Chinese Camp

Certificates of Title (attached)

OT79/180 Section 44 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/267 Section 34 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/268 Section 35 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/270 Section 38 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/273 Section 49 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/274 Section 51 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/183 Section 52 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/275 Section 32 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT79/271 Sections 42-43 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District:  

OT81/48 Section 46 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT81/49 Section 45 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT88/54 Section 41 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT135/153 Section 50 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT141/37 Section 33 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT220/207 Section20, 28, 47-48, Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District: 

OT6C/692 Section 82 Block XX Tuapeka East Survey District

No live titles were found for Sections 53, 39 or 40 – see appended table




	URGENCY AND OTHER INFORMATION

	This property is part of a 5 hectare block that is currently on the market (real estate flyer attached). Given the price wanted and recent developments in Lawrence, it is highly likely that any purchaser will wish to develop the site, placing it under threat. The Senior Archaeologist therefore asked that this registration be treated as a priority.
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